
	Dalkeith and District Community Council Note of Meeting, Tuesday 13th January 2026
Present and Apologies.
Present: Ann Stewart Kmicha (chair), Andrew Watt, Sandra McKenzie, Karen Soar, Stephen Reidie,  Derek Law (note of meeting), member of public
Councillor:  Cllr Margot Russell, Cllr Colin Cassidy
Apologies: Kirsty McFaul, Claire Reidie, Margaret Bititci, Alan Hill

Matters Arising and Updates
Ann has been added to the Community Council Email group.
There will be a Substantive Hearing of the BESS Judicial Review on 23.01.26
Community Council Constitution to be placed on Website and on Facebook ASAP in time for AGM in February.
February AGM to take place at Woodburn Hub. Andrew cautioned the group to ensure that meetings are well advertised, especially if we are rotating meetings between two venues.
Note of last meeting was passed

Community Council Group Email, Website and WhatsApp
See above. Group discussed freedom of information/ access to emails etc. 
The group needs to remember that Andrew is not a member of the WhatApp group. The group is pleased that there has been an increased use of our online contact form by members of the community. 
To discuss placing the Library Petition on our website when Kirsty is in attendance.

Local Issues Raised
Waste Collection/ Re-cycling: Group discussed recently announced changes to Waste collection/recycling by Midlothian Council. While the group empathised with the Council that improvements needed to be made in recycling, concerns were raised about communication, consultation and education. It was felt that the changes were announced quite suddenly with no consultation beforehand. The change to rotating three-week collections and having another additional wheeli-bin could be a challenge for many members of the community. And it was felt that educational strategies would be helpful e.g. hand-delivered calendars of collections, labels on bins detailing what should go into them. Derek wondered if there were other Councils who have had more success in communicating, consulting and educating on Recycling.
20MPH strategy: Andrew explained that the Council had been collecting data using measuring devices on traffic coming in and out of Dalkeith on the Edinburgh Road.

Community Engagement and Library Petition
To come back to these topics when Kirsty is in attendance




Constitution/ Community Council Annual General Meeting (10th February)
See above. All those who wish to become or remain as Community Councillors need to complete the appropriate form prior to the AGM

Reports from Meetings
MTRAP – A meeting has been arranged regarding Active Travel  for 10th February which unfortunately clashes with our AGM (CLLD also have a meeting on that day).
EANAB– See report. Consultation process on new flight pathways has come to an end. Andrew to put together a response highlighting the positive impact on Dalkeith & District.
Woodburn Pantry – see report 
MFCC– Health and Social Care Partnership will be presenting at the next meeting. The MFCC group expressed the feeling that they are not being listened to by a number of Midlothian Council Officers and that there was a lack of openness and consultation.
.
Community Dining (see Note of last meeting)
There is uncertainty about how the funding from Fairer Futures is being used. Cllr Russell to enquire

Esk River Improvement Group – a site visit is not pending

Councillor Reports
Councillor Russell: Attended meeting r.e. Economic Land. Dalkeith is not affected. There was discussion regarding the Town Centre. Cllr Russell shared a plan regarding the council-owned properties at Jarnac Court. Cllr Russell also shared her negative experience of viewing some Woodburn gardens. It was agreed that some gardens and properties were in a poor state. This could be for a number of reasons including neglect, anti-social behaviour but also some vulnerable residents not being able to manage.
Cllr Cassidy reported that new bin-stores are to be installed in the high street and the rat problem in Jarnac Court has been dealt with.  

Police Report
Although the format of the report was meant to change, PC Owen Wilson has provided us with a report in the usual format. MFCC had complained about the change. Kirsty was to present information. 

Correspondence
Planning Applications: Andrew questioned the Cavalier Restaurant’s planning request for a covered area for smokers which appears now to be being used for dining. The group needs to be alert to the forthcoming public meetings regarding the Dalkeith Country Park Holiday Village plan. 
Group agreed to actively support the accommodation plan at St Nicholas Buccleuch as it will help ensure the future of the site for the community.
The group received an email regarding the demolition of part of the LETS site. Cllr Russell assured us that it is to remain commercial land.



Traffic Orders & Roadworks: The group agreed that there were a lot of works pending due to Gas and BT issues. Also see Capitol Works programme

Consultations
Ann highlighted SP Energy Network Business Plan Workshop in Peebles.
Safeguarding Scotland has a live public consultation.
There is to be an Active Travel Drop-in by Jacobs – Ann to find out more

One Dalkeith
One Dalkeith have hired a consultant who is looking to speak to interested parties about how the organisation can work better with the community. The group agreed that we are very keen to take part in this process


AOCB
Ann informed us that our Microsoft subscription has gone up by 30%. 
It was noted that Kirsty McNeill had not been in contact since our meeting. 


  
Date Of Next Meeting
Next meeting – Annual General Meeting – Tuesday 10th February 2026 – 7pm – Woodburn Community Hub
	

Next Steps/
Actions







Kirsty to place Constitution on website and Facebook

Ann to advertise AGM on noticeboards and
 local publications, Kirsty and Karen to advertise on website and Facebook


To follow up on Library Petition at next meeting Kirsty can attend













Andrew to contact Gillian Bathgate to enquire about any data which could be retrieved and shared for our information











Members to complete form provided





Andrew to share response with group prior to submission







Councillor Russell to enquire about Community Dining 


Ann to report on this meeting at the next Community Council meeting

Cllr Russell and Cassidy to liaise on garden/property issues






To look at Kirsty’s info at next available meeting



To look at original planning request
To be alert to future public meetings
To support the application
















Ann to contact the consultant to agree some dates for meeting




Derek to check agreed next steps. 































