
	Dalkeith and  District Community Council Note of Meeting, Tuesday 9th September 2025
Present and Apologies.
Present: Ann Stewart Kmicha (chair), Andrew Watt, Claire Readie, Stephen Readie, Pat Wilson, Sandra McKenzie, Derek Law (note of meeting)
Councillor:  Cllr Margot Russell
Apologies: Karen Soar, Kirsty McFall, Margaret Bititci, Alan Hill

Note of previous meeting accepted. Andrew shared info from post-its from Dalkeith Festival by email.; no questions were received for Information Joint Board.
Group thanked Councillor Russell for her response to request from Dalkeith Museum for additional signage which is now to be provided. 

Buccleuch Energy Battery Storage Scheme (BESS)
The planned Community Council meeting at Dalkeith high School campus with Dan Ferrier (renewable Energy Development Manager) did not go ahead due to Midlothian Council’s decision to hold a Judicial Review. Dan circulated a copy of a letter he sent to the Council in response to the Planning Committee’s decision to explore challenging the consent for the BESS. Andrew let Kirsty McNeil know that the meeting had been cancelled. 
The group discussed the reasons for objecting to the BESS on this site and came to the conclusion that the majority of the community (and the Community Council) objected on safety grounds and safer alternatives could be acceptable. The group also noted Lithium Iron is a known risk. The group discussed the rils of fire, blast and the release of dangerous gases as well as trauma for the community, especially for vulnerable groups
The issue of BESS is being discussed in the Scottish Parliament this week. 


DALKEITH TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION

Midlothian House is now closed. Payments are being made elsewhere. There is now increaing pressure on the Library 
Library Petition: Each group using the Arts Centre have been approached and have been either accommodated in the ground floor open plan area of Midlothian House or elsewhere in Midlothian House or are choosing to move to another venue. The wording of our Petition needs to be re-worded to reflect this and also to reflect the current and future situation i.e. before and after it has been moved to Midlothian House. 
Andrew has researched packages for setting up an online petition. 


Dalkeith Means Business:  
The meeting arranged for 28th August was cancelled



Woodburn Community Hub
The Woodburn Pantry Board met to discuss next steps. They have now set up a meeting with Annette Lang (CLLE Manager). As this meeting has been set up, it was agreed that there was no need for Andrew to follow up on his previous action. The Board are looking to only pay rent for the time that The Pantry is open to clients (Friday 1pm – 5pm) excluding setting-up time. 
The Board are holding a ‘Cleaning stuff Raffle’ to raise funds. They are also holding a Macmillan Coffee and Cake Afternoon on 27th September. 
Ann noted that more groups are now using the Community Hub. Stephen noted to state or disrepair of the current Hub, questioning why it had been allowed to get into such a state.
Ann proposed that the Community Council could hold some of its meetings at the Hub. 

Junkie’s Adit/ Pollution Event
There is a Drop-in meeting on 25th September regarding the landscaping at Newmills Bridge where the minewater treatment scheme has been operating
Andrew noted that the Mining Remediation Authority had managed the situation well. 
A severe pollution event has taken place at North Esk. Ann informed the group that any pollution events should be reported to SEPA. 

Community Council Constitution/ Induction Pack/ Code of Conduct/ Purpose & Function of Council/ Effectiveness/ Procedures/ Communication
It was agreed to hold an additional meeting to discuss the above.


Councillor Report: Cllr Russell shared a few observations on the last Council meeting. There was a lengthy session regarding the Lorett/ ST David’s School situation which reached a resolution. She also informed us that the Midlothian Community Action Team is to cease operating. The council discussed alternatives, particularly regarding anti-social behaviour. 
Claire asked Councillor Russell about the Ironmills Park walkway/bridge/gate which has been closed for some time due to issues with the sloping foundations. Councillor Russell explained that there was no funding available to resolve this. 
Andrew noted Councillor Russell’s effectiveness in responding to issues raised. 

Police Report
See Report
The Police are holding an event to raise awareness of issues with E-bikes.

Reports from meetings
Living Well  - report to come
MTrap – issue regarding 47 buss discussed
MFCC – meeting next week to discuss 211 bus, transport of ASL pupils, A7 relief road, new housing sites. 
EANAB – see report. Update – Consultation on new plane routes to go ahead


Midlothian Development Plan
The officers for the plan are keen to meet with Community Councils, in particular Emma Hay (Housing) and Colin Davidson (Retail)

Planning Applications
Ann highlighted the plan to change vehicle speed signage on main road coming into Dalkeith to a gradual decrease from 40 to 30 to 20 (rather than from 40 – 20)

Traffic Orders and Roadworks
The group discussed a number of traffic issues, in particular the crossroads at The Harrow.
Ann noted that traffic lights that aren’t working should be reported to Council website.



Any Other Business
Stephen highlighted the inadequacy of the Brown Bin collection only being in operation for some months of the year and suggested it should be extended to all year round (perhaps reducing to monthly pick-ups in the winter months).

  
Date Of Next Meeting
Additional Meeting - Tuesday 30th October  at 7pm at Dalkeith Library
Next meeting – Tuesday 7th October at 7pm at Dalkeith Library
	

Next Steps/
Actions














While awaiting the decision of the Judicial Review, the group agreed to keep an any out for any relevant information











Derek to adapt the wording of the Petition and share with the group by email for amendments

Once the re-wording has been agreed, Andrew to set up an online Petition














Community Council to arrange some meetings at the Woodburn Community Hub







Ann to contact local residents to remind them of the meeting






Additional meeting – Tuesday 30th October





















Ann & Derek to attend MFCC meeting






Ann to invite Emma Hay to our October meeting







Ann to arrange a Walkabout with Joe Gordon
To put link to Council website on CC website and Facebook page



Ann & Derek to take this issue to the MFCC


















