Dalkeith and District Community Council (DDCC)
Note of meeting Tuesday 9th April 2019
1

Present and Apologies
Present
Community Councillors: Andrew Watt (AW). (Vice-Chair), Kate Robertson (KR); Evelyn
Fleck (EF), Chris Hampton(CH)
Midlothian Council : Cllr Margot Russell( MR)
Community Police. PC Rob Wallace
Resident. Gerry Goldwyre.
Apologies: Ann Stewart-Kmicha, Rae Beatson; Isobel Mulligan. Cllrs Colin Cassidy,
Stephen Curran.
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Approval of Note of Meeting held on 12 March 2019
This was agreed.
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Matters Arising/Action Points from 12 March 2019
AP1: Use of notice boards.
It was noted that the CC notice boards are finally in operation.
The criteria for inclusion on the CC notice boards was discussed and the following set
of guidelines drawn up.
a) Only notices advertising events in the CC area or highlighting matters of
direct interest to residents of the area will be displayed.
b) Events should be community focussed events.
c) Commercial events will not be advertised, but a charity fund raising event
being run on commercial lines would be allowed.
d) All notices from other bodies will be time limited to 14 days, provided space
permits.
e) All notices from other bodies must include a named contact person.
These guidelines will be reviewed regularly and modified as a result of experience
gained.
AP2: Common Good Fund. On agenda later.
AP3: Meeting with Jim O’Donnell. Ongoing.
AP4: Parking on Lugton Brae. On agenda later
AP5: Engaging the Community. See AP1 above.
AP6: Community Ownership Event: The Cahir had attended and found it informative.
AP7: Good Food Nation Summit. This had not been as well attended as had been
hoped, but the quality of the speakers was very high.
AP8: Sports Hub meeting. The Chair had attended this. It was quite a dispiriting
meeting as funding sources are drying up and jobs are going. However, the public
tennis courts in Dalkeith are to be resurfaced through an outside agency.
AP9: Insurance premium. In the absence of the Chair there was no update on this.
AP10: Donations. No report on progress.
Police Report
PC Rob Wallace gave a verbal police report for March 2019. He said there had been
155 recorded crimes of which 74 had been solved giving a 44.7% clear-up rate.

4

He said one area that had been causing some concern was the area around Waterfall
Park where young people had been gathering and causing nuisance. It was always
possible that in such instances controlled substances were being supplied. There had

Action

been other instances of youth anti-social behaviour.
Housebreaking continues to be a significant issue, and shoplifting is also at a
significant level in Dalkeith. He encouraged everyone to be vigilant with their home
security and to be alert in shops and report anything suspicious.
He then made reference to a number of specific crimes.
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Councillors’ Reports
a) Parking. Cllr Russell said that the issue of car parking in the town was rising
to the top of the agenda again. Various proposasl were being put forward
including removing the free hour in the North Wynd and St. Andrew’s St. car
parks, and charging for the one at the bowling club. Residents Permits were
also under consideration. All the ideas would be put to the public at a
meeting to be held in the first two weeks in May.
b) Frank’s Law. The proposal to bring in free personal care for those under 65
with serious medical conditions would place further strain on the council’s
budget.
c) Participatory Budgeting. This was the new way by which monies from the
Housing Revenue Fund would be allocated.
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Community Council Priorities for 2018/19
Jarnac Court/Town Centre Regeneration
Cllr. Russell reported that the Short Life Working Group has become a Long Life
Working Group. Concern was expressed again that the CC had not been involved in
any input to this process at all so far and it was hoped that this would change very
soon now.
Traffic management/parking
Lugton Brae. The views of the CC had been passed to the council officer dealing with
this, but his response indicated no inclination to change anything. The possibility of
placing a chicane at the foot of the hill was discussed as, while it would be a more
expensive solution, it would help deal with two of the concerns raised by a local
resident. After discussion it was agreed to take no further action at this time.
Engaging the Community
See Matters Arising AP1 above.
Communications
No business.
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Common Good Fund
EF reported that she was meeting with Ann after Easter to progress and finalise the
application for public access Defibrillators. A key issue was the management of
ongoing consumables (batteries & pads) which she assessed an expenditure of
around £200-300 per annum). The CC supported the proposal of crowd funding or
application for replacement through Midlothian Grant Scheme.
As a private householder she had submitted a FOI request about the Dalkeith
Common Good. the fund currently stands at about £11.5K. In the light of this, EF said
she now sought advice if the CC should pursue the original figure (circa £9k). The CC
were asked to consider if it might be necessary to scale back the project. The CC were
supportive of either option and EF will pick up with AS-K.”
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Reports from meetings
Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB):
There was nothing further to report.
Midlothian Federation of Community Councils (MFCC):
Grace Vickers had attended the March MFCC meeting to talk about the initiative to
try and introduce a planned budget strategy for three years rather than the annual
scrabble that has been the case in recent times. There are to be 4 sessions open to all
to take a radical look at how the Council organises and plans how it spends its budget.
All are encouraged to attend one of the meetings.
One Dalkeith
21 Eskdaill Court has been leased and a consultation is in progress as to how to make
best use of the space to ensure the building’s future for the community to use. This
will influence an options appraisal. Income is likely to be secured by leasing some of
the space to start up business. There is to be an open day on 20th April which, while
having a focus on young people, is aimed at everyone.
The One Dalkeith AGM will be held in it at 6pm on May 8th.
A part-time worker has been interviewed and the appointment will be confirmed
once the funds are in place. Further multi-agency bids are being made for further
funding.
Woodburn/Dalkeith Community Action Plan
No further update

9

Consultations
No business
10 Correspondence including Planning Applications, Traffic Orders and Licences
Planning Applications.
A list of the recent planning applications showed nothing contentious this month.
Traffic Orders
None
Licensing Board.
An application had been received by the Licensing Board from Maysons Public House
to allow outside seating areas at the front on the pavement and at the side. After
considering the plans for this application, the CC decided to object to the area at the
front on the pavement as it is quite narrow at that point and would force passing
pedestrians to walk close to the area where patrons would most likely be smoking.
11 Any Other Competent Business
Attention was drawn to an upcoming meeting regarding Planning Democracy to be
held in Glasgow in May.
12 Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 14th May 2019 at 7pm. In the MVA Meeting Room

